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We are therefore forced to admit that we really
know nothing of the Aztecs* origin? their race or
whether or not they were the descendants of the'
Toltecs. For that matter, it is rather doubtful if
there ever was such -a people as the Toltecs. The
late Mr. Charles W. Mead, of the American Museum
of Natural History, devoted a great deal of time to
investigating the so-called Toltecs, and decided that
the name was more geographical than racial
Even less is known of the races of northern South
America, which developed civilizations distinct from
all others. We know practically nothing of the
Chibchas of Colombia and still less of the Manabis
of Ecuador, and we know almost as little of the
Chimus, the Nascas, and the pre-Incas of Peru. In
short, all we know about any of these races is that
they left most marvelous remains as proof of their
attainments.
Another mystery which no one can solve is the
absence of any known traces of ancient cultured or
civilized races in extensive areas where they might
most reasonably be expected. Throughout Mexico
and Central America, as far south as central Panama,
ruins and remains of such races are extremely numer-
ous. But from central Panama to Colombia the
country appears absolutely barren of all signs of
occupation by civilized or even highly cultured tribes.
The few scattered remains that have been found here
consist of crude pottery, equally crude stone imple-
ments, a few ornaments of gold, and a few rudely
scratched or cut petroglyphs. If, as has been claimed
there was a northerly migration from South to Cen-
tral America or a southerly migration in the opposite